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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE REV. JOHN ELIOT, THE APOSTLE, 
OF THE AMERICAN INDIANS. 


MR. JOHN ELIOT wasa 
native of England. He came 
to New-England in the month of 
November, 1631, accompanied 
by a number of puritans, who 
fled from the persecutions of 
their native country, and braved 
the dangers of the Atlantic, and 
the horrors of the howling wilds 
of America, that they might 
here attend to, and maintain un- 
molested, all the pure institu- 
tions of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Soon after Mr. Eliot’s arrival in 
New-England, he took the pas- 
toral care of a select number of 
his pious friends, who, about 
this time, came from England, 
and settled themselves in the 
town of Roxbury, near Boston. 

Mr. Eliot was eminent for his 
piety, zeal, and charity. Asa 
minister he was laborious and 
faithful; his manner of preach- 
ing was plain and powerful, ac- 
compauied with gracefulness and 
energy. He would sound the 
trumpets of God against all vice, 
with a most penetrating liveli- 
ness, and make his pulpit anoth- 
er mount Sinai, where thunder- 


2A 


ings and lightnings were display- 
ed against the breaches of God’s 
holy law. There was a peculiar 
fervor in the rebukes he bestowed 
upon carnality, in the professors 
of religion ; he was then a Boan- 
erges, and spake as many thun- 
derbolts as words.* There was 
usually in his sermons much of 
Christ ; he would mention that 
name in his discourses, with a 
frequency like that with which 
St. Paul uses it in his epistles, and 
he could say with the apostle, 
I determined to know nothing but Je- 
sus Christ. 

Asa Christian and a minister 
Eliot shone with peculiar lustre ; 
but it is by the memorable titles 
of Evangelist, and the Apostle of 
the American Indians, that he has 
chiefly been signalized. In the 
discharge of these offices, the 
energy and benevolence of his 
comprehensive mind had a wide 
field for their exertion; at once 
to civilize and Christianize a race 
of men over whom the prince of 
darkness had an absolute empire, 





* Quot verba, tot fulmina. 





























4 . ‘ a ee ride pattern _ pineniie. ae ne ee = a eclaom: 
se - — a ————— . ee ee ay ee ~ . ; Satay : Ree > a 
" - ‘ wre a Se = b rca ee ee r See. ry 
— ” - “ it ee Sal ~ a ora aps = 3 eR TS eas > pars a ‘¢ ee Jey : i oe . eee: 
a ORs me . - "a b> grticy) ryt * By se = ee ee a oe P va ee be 3 : ee = 

ita ee ee Ve aE a ae es * ties = : CS geet rd a: 2 fen bOw PAT a fax a ce aor, 5 eS he ree . ~ ae Pee ee . 4 

arty Swe ee feo era 3h eee TS ES Fe et bi ‘ t - er geceel el eaMelg St 8S vey. ec pw aly A ~ % pel ie Se Yee hs eat Ses eae 
4 : igs geese eS 2 adh “a en a Se ate eer rs PoP . £ a 

Pad —Se: y= eek a in go ee =m ake Ss, fit a I bY poe, , . 
“ ike Ml Te i. ue “ on 


OLE: 


SB ate Fae 


Nah, 


= 


Aas * as 


> am ay 



































186 A Short Account of the Rev. Fohn Eliot. 


who were fierce and savage, whio 
were grossly ignorant, and strong- 
ly attached to their superstitious 
customs, was a work of no small 
magnitude, and argued more 
than common sentiments in the 
undertaker; but the faith of an 
Eliot could encounter it. Ft ap- 
pears that no other beside the 
Holy Spirit of God first moved 
him to the blessed work of evan- 
gelizing these perishing Indians ; 
but when the work was begun, 
he received considerable encour- 
agement ; good men applauded 
the undertaking ; the ministers 
especially encouraged him, and 
those in the neighborhood of 
Roxbury supplied his pulpit, in 
part, during his absence. ‘There 
was also a liberal contribution 
made in England for the promot- 
ing of this pious work. What 
appears, besides, to have encour- 
aged Mr. Eliot in his undertak- 
ing, was the possibility of the A- 
merican Indians being the poster- 
ity of the dispersed and rejected 
Israelites, concerning whom our 
God has promised that they shall 
yet be saved, by the deliverer 
coming to turn away ungodliness 
from them.* Not unwilling to 
believe this, the Indians were 


more beloved by Eliot for their 





* Hesaw the Indians using many 
parabies in their discourses, much 
riven to the anointing of their heacs, 
much delighted in dancing, especially 
after their victories, computing their 
time by nights and months, giving 
dowries for wives, and causing their 
women to dwell by themselves at cer- 
tain seasons, and accustoming them- 
selves to grievous mournings for the 
dead; all which were usual among 
the Israelites. He saw also the judg- 
ments denounced against the Israel- 
ites strangely fulfiled on the Indiaus, 
Re. &c. 





fAuc. 


supposed father’s sake; and the 
fatigues of his travels went on 
the more cheerfully because of 
such. possibilities. 

‘The first step which he judged 
necessary to be taken was, to 
learn the Indian language, which 
he did, by hiring a native to 
teach him, and, with laborious 
care and ‘ski!l, he reduced the 
language to a grammar, which 
he afterwards published, Having 
acquired a knowledge of the 
language, he began, im the year 
1646, to preach the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to thesé 
desolate outcasts. Fits first dis- 
courses to them were well receiv- 
ed; it was his ‘wisdom that he 
began with them upon such prin- 
ciples, as they themselves had 
already some notion of, such a3 
an heaven for good, and a hell 
for bad people when they died. 
It broke his gracious heart with- 
in him to see what floods of tears 
fell from the eyes of several a- 
mong these degenerate savages, 
at the first addresses he made to 
them. Having begun this great 
work of teaching the Indians, 
incredible were the hardships he 
encured, in the prosecution of it. 
His own words, in a letter ad- 
dressed to a friend, are, “ I have 
not been dry, night nor day, 
from the third day of the week, 
unto the sixth, but so travelled, 
and, at night, pull off my boots, 
wring my stockings, and on with 
them again, and so continue, but 
God steps in and helps. I have 
considered the word Pot God, in 
2Tim. ii. 3.“ Endure hard- 
ships as a good soldier of Christ.” 

It was one of his chief cares to 
bring the illiterate Indians into 
the use of schools and books.— 

He quickly procured the benefit 













































1809.] 


of schools for them, where many 
of them learned to read and 
write. Several of them received 
a liberal education, in the col- 
lege, and one or two took their 
degree with the graduates. It was 
his chief desire, that the sacred 
Scripture might not be hidden 
fromthem. He, therefore, with 
vast labor, translated the Holy 
Bible into the Indian language.* 
The Bible being justly made the 
leader of all the rest, a little In- 
dian library quickly followed. 
Primers, Grammars, the Practice ¢ 
Piety, Baxter’s Call tothe Uncon- 
werted, some of Shepard’s works, 
with such Catechisms as there was 
occasion for, were printed in the 
Indian language. 

The Indians, who had felt the 
impressions of Eliot’s ministry, 
were distinguished by the names 
of praying Indians, and they were 
quickly desirous of a more set- 
tled way of living conformable to 
the manners of the English. At 
several places they combined aud 
settled ; the place of greatest note 
among ‘them was Natick. Here, 
in the year 1651, they compacted 
themselves into a town, and first 
applied themselves to the forming 
of their civil government. In 
this Mr. Eliot assisted them, and 
on asolemn fast made a public 
vow, ** that seeing these Indians 
were not prepossessed with any 
form of government, he would 
instruct them into such a form as 
we bad written in the word of 
God, that so they might be a peo- 
ple, in all things, ruled by the 
Lord.”” Accordingly he ex- 
pounded to them the 18th chap- 
ter of Exodus, and then they 

* hes Bible was primted at Cam- 
bridge, and was the first that was ev- 
er printed in Ameri¢a. 
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chose rulers of hundreds, of fif- 
ties, of tens, and entered into a 
covenant to give themselves and 
their children unto God to be 
his people. On this occasion 
Mr. Eliot expressed himself in 
the following manner: . “ God 
will bring nations into distress 
and perplexity, that so they may 
be forced unto the scriptures ; 
all governments will be shak- 
en, that men may be forced at 
length to pitch upon that firm 
la he SB the word of God.’’+ 

After the Indians had settled 
in their towns, they abandoned 
that polygamy which had been 
common among them. They 
made severe laws against for- 
nication, drunkenness, Sabbath 
breaking, and other immoralities. 
They were then desirous of hay- 
ing the establishment of a church 
order among them, with the sev- 
eral ordinances and privileges of 
achurch communion. This was 
granted, and Mr. Eliot adminis- 
tered baptism and the holy sup- 
per among them. 

Although } Mr, Eliot had abun- 
dant success in his labors, yet he 
frequently labored under much 
opposition and hindrance in his 
work, ‘The principai opposition 
was from the Sachems or Indian 
princes. These, generally, ) did 
all they could to hinder their sub. 
jects from receiving the gospel. 
Mr. Eliot would say, “* Such In- 
dians are naught, and the reason 
they are bad is, beeause their 





t this prophecy (if 1t may be cali- 
ed one,) appears to be fulfiling, as 
far as it respects the perplexity of na- 
tions, and. shaking all governments. 
The shock is felt in 2 greater or less 
degree in every quarter of thé globe. 
Whether this will drive men to that 
firm foundation, the word of God, is 
yet to be known. 


cat. 


See Aa Ee 
So eee ee ae 
oo BP a 


epee 


alt 


i a de SRI S 
ea >. - v¥y 


CT cae, PES 


ARTES Se 
a. 


ei 


SEY ro oe 
cal > Lee y 


ei) 


- % “pee 
ie zee Kicioee Suit 
ne 


—: meat = 2 . 
conn ap* as «ON eae a = ae 
ou x i i cP. ae ~ Thetis 
A os fae IRS : SEs Boi ng, eee «im a 
rd wa Si gas wi eae | a x eet 


eo 2 


yey 


a4 
Sie * ere 


es 


Se sin 


Sao PP Poe 
eee tee ee 


oe eas 
Se 


a 


2 


ek ve 


No Siew ge 


aoe 
z 


pee 
Pie itt: 


ar one 


ee eS 
ae Ree eS. 


-y oe Sg ms 
RS 7 

5 

NA 



























188 Essays on Religious Subjects. 


Sachem is bad, and careth not to 
pray unto God.” The reason 
that the Sachems were opposed 
to the gospel was, because they 
feared that religion would deprive 
them of the tyranny they exercis- 
ed over their people, and oblige 
them to a more mild and gentle 
government. Mr. Eliot, a/one in 
the wilderness, has sometimes 
been treated ina very threatning 
manner by these tyrants; but 
God inspired him with so much 
resolution ag to tell them, “ I am 
about the work of the Great 
God, and my God is with me, so 
that I fear neither you, nor all 
the Sachems in the country : J’// 
go on, and do you touch me if you 
dare ”? Upon which, the stout- 
est of them have shrunk and fell 
before him. 

The same spirit that inspired 
Eliot, inspired others, also, to 
prosecute the work of rescuing 
the Indians from their worse than 
Egyptian darkness. His fellow 
laborers in the Indian harvest 
were also greatly successful. It 
was at one time computed, that 


[Auc. 


on Martha’s Vineyard alone, 
there were fifteen hundred seals 
of their ministry. 

In a letter, containing an ac- 
count of Mr. Eliot’s labors among 
the Indians, which was dated at 
Boston, in 1687, and sent to U- 
trecht, there is this passage :— 
‘‘ ‘There are six churches of bap- 
tised Indians in New-England, 
and eighteen assemblies of Cate. 
chumens, professing the name of 
Christ. Of the Indians there are 
four and twenty who are preach- 
ers of the word of God, and, be- 
sides these, there are four English 
ministers, who preach the gospel 
in the Indian tongue.” 

Mr. Eliot lived to an advanced 
age; his infirmities caused him 
to resign his pastoral charge of 
Roxbury, a few years before his 
death, into the hands of a succes- 
sor, who was appointed at his 
Own earnest request. He was 
about eighty-six years of age, 
when his Lord received him to 
an eternal rest. 

Miss. Mag. 
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ESSAYS ON RELIGIOUS SUBJECTS. 
(Continued from Page 167.) 


ESSAY V. 

Some reasons assigned why Christians 
so frequently neglect their duty to 
the souls of the impenitent. 

AN ardor to use proper 
means for the salvation of souls 
is much wanting, and the duty 


of Christians in this particular is 
greatly neglected. And why? 
1. Because they live no bet- 
ter themselves. 
How often christians are heard 
to say, ‘ others see faults in us, 
how can wego and reprove them. 
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With beams in our own eyes we 
are unprepared to pull motes 
from the eyes of others. They 
say what cold, stupid lives we 
lead, how backward we are to 
perform duty ; how conformed 
to the world, how inconsistent 
our conduct is with our profess- 
ion. If we warn and reprove 
them, they will turn upon us and 
say, we live as well as you live. 
Physician heal thyself.’”” Chris- 
tian, does not your own life of- 
ten prevent your exhorting sin- 
ners to turn and live? Is not 
your own life one reason, why you 
are no more faithful to them? 
Hence your lives are so deficient 
you hedge up your own way, 
and render it, in your own view, 
impossible. On this account do 
you not often make yourselve 
believe you are excusable for the 
neglect of duty ? 

But remember the neglect of 
duty is asin. A wicked life will 
never excuse the neglect of duty. 
One sin will never justify the 
commission of another. Will it 
justify you, at the bar of your 
Judge, to plead, that you neglect- 
ed your duty, because your own 
life was so stupid and wicked? 
No, if you are faulty, if you have 
beams in your eyes, cast them 
out, confess your faults, reform 
and make strait paths for your 
feet, that you may walk and 
not stumble. Thisis your im- 
mediate duty. 

2. Another reason, why duty is 
so neglected, is that a measure of 
infidelity remains in every chris- 
tian’s heart. Do you fully be- 
lieve the solemn realities of eter- 
nity.—If you saw a person, in 
danger of being destroyed by fire, 
would you not: tell him his crit- 
ical situation, urge him to flee 
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from it, and hasten to pull him 
from the devouring flame? If 
you as fully realised the danger 
in which the impenitent live, ev- 
ery moment exposed, not to tem« 
poral, but endless flames, would 
you not cry to them to flee to 
the ark of safety? How little 
are these eternal scenes which 
await the wicked realised by 
them! How little are they re- 
alised by christians! If saints 
by faith as fully realised the 
things of another world as they 
might, and ought, and as Paul 
did, they would be more engag- 
ed to be a means of their salva- 
tion, than they are to preserve 
them from the greatest tempo- 
ral evils and judgments. It is 
by faith that unseen things are 
felt. When faith is weak- the 
great things of a future world 
make so little impression and a 
zeal to arrest the attention of the 
impenitent is so cold that but lit- 
tle is done to promote their final 
felicity. But if the christian’s 
faith was as strong as the apos- 
tle Paul’s faith, the unrenewed 
would be importuned daily, with 
a fervent spirit, to attend to their 
immortal interest. Hence the 
reason why saints do no more to 
keep the attention of sinners alive 
to the objects of eternity is the 
weakness of their faith, or re- 
mainingunbeliet. Oh, how much 
reason has every christian to cry, 
“* Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.” 

3. Another reason is the want 
of more love for their souls. 
Consider how natural affection 
will make persons labor, day and 
night ; endure pain; expose 
themselves to dangers ; and spare 
no trouble to render their rela- 
tives honorable, rich and happy. 





mat sa oe 


6 ae 


LOOT EEDE EL Sp ERB a 


—- wr 


re 


pee 


eS 


PO RSET OTS Oz ate 
eg sem pig Le Gigs Ea 
See fea, Bee awed IRIE oy ae 





































--s 


sewing as Min a Nae - 
DES SS ee ¢ 
pb aan SS Apt ng I eo 


ipso Mec. 
a 





v 


Consider how a love of property 
stimulates persons to cross the 
ocean, to risk their lives, sur- 
mount obstacles, and encounter 
difficulties If your love for 
precious souls was half as strong, 
your exertions for their salvation 
would greatly exceed what is com- 
mon, at this day, and prove the 
means, with God’s blessing, of 
saving many from death. This is 
so plain that no person, who has 
the least candor can deny it.— 
Love will perform great things. 
How much would be done to ex- 
cite the wicked to secure seats in 
the heavenly mansions, if every 
saint’s heart were warmed with 
love for their souls. Hence they 
are left to perish through want 
of love for their highest good. 

4. A disposition to please men 
is a cause of the neglect of duty 
to sinners. You are afraid plain 
dealing will offend them. You 
fear you shall excite their ill will ; 
and have to suffer their scoffs and 
derisions. ‘To avoid all this you 
omit your duty tothem. Had 
you rather they would perish, 
than offend them? Do you value 
your own name above their souls? 
Had you rather have them curse 
you in hell forever, than endure 
their scoffs here for a few days? 
Had you rather a sick friend 
would die, than offend him with 
a nauseous medicme? If these 
are your feelings where 1s your 
love for immortal souls, 

5. Bashfulness is another rea- 
son. Bashfulness is an cp- 
eration of pride. It is a fear 
of doing something which will 
mortify us. Many are afraid to 
speak to perishing sinners, lest 
they should expose their ignor- 
ance, or be accounted supersti- 
tious and singular,—Yet their 
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bashfulness does not prevent their 
conversing with the wicked con- 
cerning their worldly concerns. 
And why are you afraid to con- 
verse with them concerning their 
spiritual interest ? When you are 
charged with a neglect of duty 
toone, at the solemn tribunal of 
God, will pleading bashfulness 
justify you? 

These are some of the reasons 
why professing christians do not 
exhort each other, and the im- 
penitent more frequently and pae 
thetically, than they do, to live 
a holy life, and in actual readi- 
ness for their departure into the 
world of spirits—And none of 
them nave any weight. Hence 
if you neglect your duty any 
longer, you can have no excuse. 
Up, and be active in your Mas- 
ter’s service, for the time is short, 
and the day of accounts is at 


hand. 


S eeeientelinedl 
—- 


A serious Question, to those whe 
plead for the Propriety of fash- 


tonable Amusements. 


YOU contend, that there is 
atime, or season, in which it is 
lawful, and even suitable and be- 
coming, for some persons, and 
especially for those, who are 
young, to indulge themselves in 
some of the fashionable vain a- 
musements of the age ; a time, 
when it becomes them ta be 
merry, and to unite with their gay 
companions, in scenes of festivity, 
mirth, and frolic. You will con- 
fess, however, that the merriment 
and frolic contended for, would 
not be suitable, and becoming, 
nor even lawful, at all times, and 
under all circumstances. You 
will even confess, that, at some 














































































1809.] 


seasons, and under some circum- 
stances, it would be exceedingly 
unsuitable, and unbecoming, and 
wicked, to indulge in these things. 
Hence, it must be an important 
question, at what time, and un- 
der what circumstances, are those 
things suitable, and becoming ? 
At present, let this question be 
attended to, in relation to impen- 
itent. sinners only. At what 
time, and under what circum- 
stances, may it be justifiable, and 
becoming, in such persons, to in- 
dulge themselves in idle merri- 
ment, and vain amusements ?— 
Would such things be. suitable 
and becoming in the house of 
mourning ? You answer, ‘“‘ No.” 
Would they be suitable in the 
chambers of the sick, and the dy- 
ing ? * No, certainly.” Would 
you allow them, in the dungeon 
of the condemned malefactor ? 
Still, with an emphasis, you an- 
swer, “No.” But why? “ Be- 
cause this is a scene of deep so- 
lemnity ; a scene of sorrow ; a 
scene, which may well cause the 
heart of benevolence to bleed.” 
Would you, then, think it suita- 
ble and becoming in the condem- 
ned malefactor himself, to in- 
dulge in idle levity, and to go, 
dancing, to the place of execu- 
tion? With a glow of indigna- 
tion, your are ready torefuse an 
answer to a question, which you 
almost think an insult to your 
understanding, or to your feei- 
ings. If, then, thus indulging 
himself, he should be interrupted, 
and tenderly reminded of the 
scene before him, would you 
think it impertinent ? You say, 
“ Nothing could be more proper. 
It is surely a time, when his 
whole attention should be fixed, 
oa the awful realities of the eter- 
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nal world.”? Let us, then, at. 
tend to another case. Here are 
a number of persons, inthe bloom 
of youth, and in the vigor of 
health. They are not visited; 
at present, with temporal ca- 
lamity, of any kind. The sun of 
worldly prosperity shines upon 
them, and upon their respective 
families, in unclouded splendor. 
Anxiety is banished from their 
minds, and they are gay and 
cheerful as the lark, which cas 
lutes the rising morn. Some 
public and joyful occasion, too, 
affords them a favorable oppor- 
tunity for convening together, 
and uniting in some fashionable 
vain amusement. Is such the 
time, then, and are such the cir- 
cumstances, in whichit is suita. 
ble and becoming for them to in- 
dulge in these things ? Without 
hesitation, you answer, ‘* Yes,— 
Now let them be merry, let them 
sing, let them dance. And im- 
pertinent must be the man, who 
would interrupt their joy !”— 
Yet, these persons are all im- 
penitent sinners. They are so 
many poor criminals, under the 
divine government. They are 
condemned. ‘They have the tes- 
timony of the Savior, that rhe 
wrath of God atid:th on them.— 
They are even now, it may be, 
on their way to execution. 
‘There is buta step between them 
and death. ‘There is reason to 
apprehend, there is but a step be- 
tween them and everlasting 
burnings. It may even be, that 
from the scene of merriment, in 
vhich they are now engaging, 
they may be taken directly to 
the prison of despair. Surely, 
here, too, the benevolent heart 
may weil bleed. Yet they are 
thoughtless, and gay, as though 
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it were not possible, that any 
evil shouldever come upon them. 
May we not, then, attempt to 


‘alarm them, and to excite their 


attention to the scenes before 
them ? May we not intimate, 


‘that their levity does not now be- 


come them? You say, ‘*O, no! 
Interrupt them not! Let them 
enjoy this scene of innocent a- 
musement !”? But, why shall they 
not be warned of their danger ? 
Why shall they not be urged in- 
stantly to flee from the wrath to 
come? You answer, ** There is 
atime to be merry ! There isa 
time to laugh! There is a time 
to dance !”” I only ask, then, Js 
THis the time ? | 
TROPHIMUS. 


a 
—_-—- 


THE HOUSE OF GOD A MEAN OF 
CHRISTIAN IMPROVEMENT. 


THE sweet psalmist of Is- 

rael has give us a beautiful de- 

scription of the christian temper, 
and at the same time a very in- 
structive lesson on the means of 
christian improvement, when he 
speaks of the godly, as being 
“planted in the house of the 
Lord.” This figurative allusion 
intimates, that the house of God 
is a place congenial with the feel- 
ings of the truly pious—a soil, pe- 
culiarly friendly to their growth 
in grace. It supposes that the 
things, which are there exhibit- 
ed, serveto animate their feelings, 
to expand theirgraces, and make 
them resemble very flourishing 
and fruitful trees. And when 
we enquire into the purposes, for 
which the house of God is in- 
tended, and to which it should be 
sacredly devoted, this represent- 
ation will be tound to contain 
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an interesting view of the nature 
of those affections, by which the 
children of God are distinguished 
from the children of this world. 

By the house of God is intend- 
ed any place, which, for the time 
being, 1 is consecrated to the wor- 
ship of the great Jehovah. 
Wherever the professed, servants 
of the Lord assemble to perform 
those actsof social worship, which 
he requires, there is the house of 
God ; there is the place in which 
the pious are planted, and by re- 
sorting to which, they are made 
to flourish and to bring forth 
much fruit. 

1. The house of God is a 
place of worship. In entering 
this consecrated place, we pro- 
fessedly present ourselves before 
the incomprehensible majesty of 
heaven and earth. We approach 
his immediate presence for the 
purpose of contemplating the in- 
finite distance between creatures 
and their Creator ; of bowing be- 
fore the throne of his glory, and 
of calfing upon our souls and ail 
that is within us to reverence 
and bless his great and holy 
name. Here we are to contem- 
plate the glorious attributes, 
which constitute his character.-~ 
His eternity—self-existence--om- 
niscilence—omnipotence—beney- 
olence-—justice—truth-—mercy 
and grace should all be present 
before our minds, and inspire 
our hearts with the most lively 
sensations of love, awe, humility, 
and submission.—Here we are 
to contemplate his measures and 
astonishing works, and in view 
of them to render him the trib- 
ute of resigned and_ thankful 





hearts. Here we are to revolve | 


in our minds his gracious and 
unparalleled dispensation’ t- 
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ward the children of men, and 
be prepared to exclaim, with his 
servant of old; “ What is man 
that thou art mindful of him, or 
the son of man that thou visitest 
him!” These things we should 
contemplate, not merely as crea- 
tures, but as sinful creatures.— 
Canscious of our guilt, and de- 
testing the part we have acted, 
we should come to take our pla- 
ces in the dust, to shrink as into 
nothing, while we bow before 
the eternal all; and, in the ex- 
ercise of a lively faith to ‘* hon- 
or the Son even as we honor the 
Father.” This isthe first pur- 
pose, for which the house of God 
is intended. And it is a pur- 
pose, which accords most per- 
fectly with the feelings of all, 
who have tasted that the Lord 
is gracious. To reverence the 
adorable Majesty of heaver, to 
love that glorious assemblage of 
attributes, which constitutes per- 
fection, to be thankful for the 
richest of blessings, to submit to 
the wisest and best cf govern- 
ments, to confess that they are 
nothing and less than nothing be- 
fore him, and to exalt the great 
Redeemer of men, are services, 
which flow spontaneously from 
their hearts. And while perform. 
ing them in the house of God, 
they could say with truth ; Here 
I am nourished, and here I grow. 

2. The house of God is a 
house of prayer. It is expressly 
so called in the word of God; 
and, of course, to present united 
supplications to the Father of all 
mercies, should be one consider- 
able object in view, whenever we 
enter thrat consecrated place. In 
the house of God we are-to lay 
open our hearts before our Ma- 
ker; to confessour sins; to ac- 
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knowledge our dependence ;— 
and to seek his blessing. Here 
we are to ask for direction to 
discover the path of duty; for 
strength to pursue it; for forti- 
tude and firmness to resist tempt- 
ation; for support under trials ; 
and for an encreasing portion af 
every christian grace. Here al- 
So our compassionate regards to 
wards others should be excited 
and expressed. ‘Their various 
cases should be borne on our 
minds, and, in our hearts, we 
shouid sympathize with them, 
while we intercede in their be- 
half. The whole field of human 
necessities is to be surveyed, and 
the whole catalogue of divine 
blessings, to constitute the sub- 
stance of our requests, when unit- 
ing in the social prayers of the 
sanctuary. Considering at the 
same time, our proneness to hy- 
pocrisy, we should be cautious, 
on the one hand, not to mock 
our God with heartless profes- 
sions, or petitions for things, 
which we do not desire; and on 
the other, not to ** ask amiss to 
consume iton our Justs.”? We 
should be cautious also not to ask 
in our Own names, since our best 
performances are but as “ filthy 
rags,” butin the name of our 
adorable Mediator. Prayer then 
is one considerable purpose, for 
which we are to resort to the 
house of God. And it is a pur- 
pose, which accords most pertect- 
ly with the feelings of the pious 
heart. ‘lo his own children God 
hath graciously imparted the spir- 
it of prayer—the spirit of adop- 
tion. ‘They delight of course to 
draw near, and to pour out their 
hearts before him. ‘Their life, 
their happiness, their all depends 
on the: intercourse, which, in this 
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way, takes place between them 
and him ; and in uniting in the 
social prayers of the sanctuary, 
they find themselves to be fed 
and refreshed. 
The house of God is a 
place of instruction. The exam- 
ple of the apostles, who took oc- 
caston m the public meetings to 
explain the doctrines of the gos- 
pel, and to enforce its precepts 
on the consciences of their hear- 
ers, has taught us to consider the 
house of God in this light. But, 
it must be confessed, that, in this 
espect, it does not always an- 
swer is purpose so perfectly, as 
might be wished. Committed, 
as the preaching of the gospel is, 
to men of like passions and im- 
perfections with others, we find 
many introduced or introducing 
themselves into this sacred of- 
fice, who are but poorly qualifi- 
ed to act the part of instructors. 
Some are men of weak minds, mn- 
capable of imparting much in- 
struction ; some have embraced 
errors and can do little more than 
lead astray ; some are so gross- 
ly ignorant, that their perform. 
ances are replete with palpable 
absurdities; and some are so 
negligent, and give themselves 
so little to their work, that their 
profiting appears in but a small 
degree. ‘lhese features, howev- 
er, it is presumed, are not appli- 
cable to the great body of reli- 
gious instruction at the present 
day.—-In many cases the genu- 
ine gospel of the Lord Jesus is 
preached, as we believe, with 
primitive simplicity and “in 
demonstration of the spirit.””_ In 
many cases, the doctrines of rev- 
elation are stated with so much 
clearness, and proved with such 
force of argument, that the in. 
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quisitive mind is led along with 
pleasure, me the very depths of 
divine anon ledge. And indee 

there are tew cases, in which 
something rots may not be 
learned. Inthe house of God we 
may generally become more and 


.more acquainted with the great 


God, and with his* Son Jesus 
Christ ;—-may acquire a more 
thorough knowledge of the ex- 
tent of human depravity, and of 
the depth of that misery, into 
which sin has plunged our ruined 
race ;—may receive brighter dis- 
coveries of that incomparably 
gracious method of salvation, 
which God hath provided ;—- 
may become better acquainted 
with the terms of salvation, as 
stated in the gospel, and obtain 


-more elear and correct views of 


the christian temper in all its va- 
rious branches. To acquire 
knowledge, there should be a 
principal object in visiting the 
house of God.—And I may add, 
that nothing is better ad: ‘pted to 
gratify the desires of the pious 
mind, than the attainment of this 
object. Having learned, by an 
acquaintance with itself, its own 
ignorance, and having _ tast- 
ed the sweet and refreshing na- 
ture of knowledge and under- 
standing, it thirsts for them with 
longing desires. ‘The more it 
knows, the more it thirsts, and 
the more strongly does it beco 
attached to the house of God, as 
a place of instruction. 

4, ‘he house of God ts a place, 
in which divine truths are sometimes 
accompanied with divine power : 
convincing the wicked of their 
guilt and danger, and bringing 
them out of darkness into mar- 
vellous light. In the early ages 
of christianity, the public exhi- 
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bitions of the apostles were al- 
most constantly attended with 
such remarkable effects. In innu- 
merable instances their hearers 
were pricked at the heart, and for- 
ced to cry with unaffected anxie- 
ty, “ Men and brethren what shall 
we do ?”——-Many, who had been 
thoughtless, were awakened; ma- 
ny, who had been abandoned to 
vice, were alarmed and reclaim- 
ed ; and manyof their bitterestop- 
posers, broughtto prostrate them- 
selves at the feet of that despised 
Gallilean, whom they preached. 
In many instances the grace of 
God appears to havebeenremark- 
ably displayed, and the despised 
doctrines of the cross made to 
triumph over all the boasted wis- 
dom of Greece and Rome. Sim- 
ilar have been the effects of a 
preached gospel. at different pe- 
riods since that day. Often has 
it been made the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God to the 
salvation of immortal souls. In 
the house of God many a thought- 
less sinner has been alarmed ; 

many a self-righteous hypocrite 
shaken from his sandy founda- 
tion ;—many a proud heart hum- 
bled, and many a humble, brok- 
en heart bound up and healed. 

These effects are peculiar ly grate- 
ful to the feelings of a pious 
mind. With pramabngs yet joy- 
ful, solicitude, do the friends of 
the Redsemer wait the issue, 
when they hear the awakened sin- 
ner anxiously enquiring “ What 
shall Ido?’ And with transports 
of 2ffection, do they welcome 
the young believer to their con- 
fidence and communion. An- 
ticipating a reiteration of such 
wished for occurrences, they be- 
come habitually attached to the 
honse of God and are oftentimes 
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nourished by the events, which 

there take place, as with the most 

grateful and substantial food. 
(To be continued. } 





ON PROGRESS IN S!Ne 


I BELIEVE we may safe- 
ly declare, that, even of the most 
wicked men who have lived, there 
cannot be pointed out one who 
foresaw, at the beginning of his 
course, all the crimes which he 
would commit before he had fin- 
ished it. His hardihood, great 
asit may be, could scarcely en- 
dure the sight, if all was pre- 
sented to him in one view. It 
is by taking a view of detached 
and divided parts of a long and 
aggravated course of wickedness, 
that men become induced to en- 
terit at all. They mark down 
a limit for themselves, saying, 
*¢ so far will I proceed in this bu- 
siness.”” Having reached the 
first, they place down a second 
limit still further before them 
than the first was at the begin- 
ning, that they may be allowed 
to proceed a long time without 
the trouble of breaking through 
the second limit, or of fixing 
down a third to which they may 
proceed. And yet, how often 
do we find men representing oc- 
casional indulgence in sin as ne- 
cessary to our infirmities; and 
as forming a kind of prop a- 
gainst faliing into still more 
grievous offences. ‘They should 
remember, that when we turn 
aside into sin, at all, it is like 
placing ourselves on a descent 
where we cannot stand still ; and 
where every step increases the 
rapidity of cur motion, till we 
are unabie to hearthe voice which 


would admonish us of our dpn- 
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ger, and still more unable to 
stop before we have fallen into it. 
This is but the natural course of 
things. When men once smoth- 
er the remonstrances of con- 
science, they can easily repew:t 
the conquest. Its resistance, like 
that of a badly tempered spring, 
becomes more feeble every time 
that it is overpowered, Access 
to crime, is like access to a place 
of difficult approach, it becomes 
more easy every time the path 
which leads to it is trodden. 
Besides, that same folly which 
conducts to one crime, will often 
conduct to another for the sake 
of concealing the first, or of ren- 
dering ourselves safe from those 
evil consequences which may 
threaten immediately to follow 
it. When David committed 
adultery with Bathsheba, he had 
little thought of the aggravated 
guilt into which it would betray 
him. ‘To conceal the crime, he 
first acted the part of a deceiver 
to Uriah. Deceit did not an- 
swer his end. Uriah was too 
faithful a subject, and too brave 
a soldier, to comply with the re- 
quest to go home and dwell with 
his wife, while the Ark, and Is- 
rael,and Judah, were abiding in 
tents. But Uriah must then be 
destroyed ; for if he lives, Da- 
vid’s adultery no doubt will be 
detected, and accordingly, ina 
fit of desperation, the Prince of 
Israel gives orders for the mur- 
der of his loyal and brave sub- 
ject; and, as if sporting with 
the crime, makes him carry in 
his own hand the sentence of ex- 
ecution. When Peter first de- 
nied his master, he had but lit- 
tle thought that he would be led 
on to repeat the crime again and 
again; and still less, that he 
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must add oaths and curses to 
give weight to his lies. When 
Jacob first consented to deceive 
his father Isaac, and carry off the 
blessing from Esau, he would 
have shuddered at the thought, 
that he would have to tell the lie 
again and again—* I am Esau— 
Iam thy eldest son, Esau.”—~ 
But when he had once begun to 
deceive, it would not do to give 
back, lest he should both lose his 
object, and appear a deceiver in 
the eyes of his father. 

Let those who are willing to 
persuade themselves that they 
may commit one sin, as the 
means of preserving themselves 
from committing others, look at 
these examples; and let them 
remember the words of the wis- 
est of men: “The beginning of 
of strife is as when one leteth 
out waters ; therefore cease from 
contention before it be meddled 
with.’’ Comparing the first com- 
mission of sin to what many of 
us may have seen—water which 
has been dammed up by a mound 
of earth; a great weight of it is 
collected together ; for a while 
the current is stopped, and all is 
still; at length the earth begins 
to give way; at first the breach 
may appear but in a single cor- 
ner, and but asmall current runs 
over ; the breach becomes great- 
er and greater, and the stream 
stronger and stronger ; and soon 
the mound is swept away, and the 
waters rush on with a violence 
which nothing can resist. ° 

Reader ! reflect, and be per- 
suaded, that such is generally the 
beginning and ending of deliber- 
ate sin. Do you yield to it in 
one instance ?-—beware, lest you 
find yourself unable to check it 
forever. You are placing your: 
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self in a situation, and yielding 
yourself up to a power which 
have brought ruin upon thou- 
sands, Would you be safe, nev- 
er yield. Avoid sin as that which 
¢arries death in its touch. Is 
there a solicitation to yield in 
some case, where every feeling 
of your heart would incline you 
to yield, and where there appears 
every circumstance to alleviate 
the crime ? give up in this case, 
and perhaps, before the same day 
has revolved, you shall find your- 
self involved in some crime, from 
which at first you would have re- 
treated with alarm, and in which 
every circumstance shall aggra- 
vate your guilt. Surrounded 
with jovial friends, begin not 
with levity or intemperate mer- 
riment ; before you are aware, 
you may be subdued by your 
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glass ; from drunkenness you 
may proceed to profaneness or 
wrangling ; from either or both 
of these, you may proceed to ly- 
ing to conceal your guilt, or to 
slanders against those who have 
honesty and firmness enough to 
tell you of your fault ; and from 
these, unless divine grace has 
reached your heart, you may proe 
ceed to an open and avowed res» 
jection of the gospel, and a wane 
ton abandonment of yourself to 
every thing evil And all this 
may have sprung from intempe- 
rate merriment on some octca- 
sion of festivity. Who then will 
doubt the usefulness of the com- 
mand, or will refuse to comply 
with that wise rule, ‘* Abstain 
from every appearance of evil 2” 


Céris. Mag. 
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THE harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the laborers are few : 
pray ye, therefore, the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send 
forth laborers into his harvest. 
Matt. ix. 37, 38, 

Such as are but little acquaint- 
ed with geography, or who have 
not attended particularly to the 
population of our globe, can form 
but an incompetent idea of the 
evils sin has produced and of the 
loud eall for fervent supplica- 
tions and vigorous exertion. The 
subsequent statement, it is believ- 


ed is so far from being extrava. 
gant, that, if error exist it will 
be found in its deficiency and 
not in ats excess. 

HEATHEN QR PAGANS 
For the most part worshippers of 


idols, of priests, of the heavenly 
bodies, &c. 


IN ASIA. 
Places. Inhabitants. 
Samocida, 1,900,000 
Kamtschaika, 905 000 
Japan, 10,000,000 
Adjacent Isles, 4,955,000 
New Holland, 13,800,003 
New Zealand, 1,140,000 
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i98 Field for Ldissionary Exertion. (Aue. 
Places. Inhabitants. Places. Inhabitants. 
New Ireland, 2,000,000 New Mexico, 15,000,000 
The Friendly, Pagans, north of the Uni- 
Sandwich, fed States, 3,000,000 
Pelew, Islands, 1,300,000 West ofthe Missisippi, 4,000 000 
Society, Cumber'ands Isle, 10,000 
Kurile, Madre di Dios, 8,000 
The Philippine islands, 150,000 Terra del Fuego, 5,000 
The Calamines, in which are Of those who revere the false proph- 
some catholics, 250,000 et Mahomet, and who are captiva- 
Thither India, 50,000,000 ted with the errors of the Koran, 
Tibet, 10,500,000 there are : 
Hindostan, 110,000,000 IN EUROPE. 
Isle of Ceylon, 2,000,000 Turkey, 10,000,000 
New Britain, 700,000 The Tartarys, 2,000,000 
New Guinea, 950,000 Isles Tenedos, Negropont é 
New Caledonia, 200,000 and Lemnos, 40,000 
Maldives, 7 Other islands in the Ar- 
Java, chipelago and Mediter- 
Borneo, ranean, 800,000 
Timor, Islands in some of IN ASIA. 
Sumatra, > which there are many Turkey in Asia, 20,000,000 
Celebes, mahometans, Persia, (sect of Ali) 22,000,000 
Boutam, 17,000,000 Arabia, 17,000,000 
PulloLout, Great Tartary, 30,000,000 
Molucca, J Isle of Maldivis, 100,000 
IN AFRICA. Isle of epetem, 80,000 
Negro land, 18,000,000 = through the In- . 
las, 10,000,000 
Congo, 2,000,000 S 
6 cattered through the 
Loango, 2,000,000 ‘Anletic tal 6 2.000.009 
Benguela, 1,800,000 ee Saree tient. 
Angola, 1,500,000 IN AFRICA. 
Mataman, 2,000,000 Egypt, 2,000,000 
Ajan, 2,500,000 Nubia, 2,500,000 
Zanguebar, 3,500,000 Siates of Barbary, 3,000,009 
Monoemugi, 2,000,000 Biledulgerid, 2,000,000 
Sofala, 1,000,000 Zaara, 800,000 
™ Jar Ss ON { - 
Terra de Natal, Ae tobe Vast numbers of Jews are scat- 
Caffraria, 2,500,000 : 
Isle of St. Thomas, 10,009 tered through Europe, Asia and 
Madagascar, 1,500,000 Africa, anda few through North 
sie whWatka: and South America, on whom, 
Brazil, 15.000.000 When Moses is read the vail rest- 
Chili, 2,000,000 eth even to this day. 
Paraguay. 10,060,000 The above statement is drawn 
Amazonia, 6,500,000 chiefly from a work published by 
Peru, 10,000,000 


Terra Firma, 10,000,000 
Of negroes in a state of heathenism. 
The Little Antilles, contain 150,600 
The Bahamas, 22,000 


The Great Antilles, 300,000 
The Carribbees and other 

islands, 400,000 
Guiana, 2,000,000 
Terra Magellanica, 9,000,000 
Old Mexico, 14,000,000 


Dr. Carey, in the year 1792, 
entitled “ An Inquiry into the 
obligations of Christians to use 
means for the conversion of the 
Heathen.”? It has been correct- 
ed as far as practicable by the 
works of geographers, travellers 
and navigators who have written 
smce that time. Dr. Carey an- 
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nexes to his survey, of which the 
preceding is but a small part, the 
following judicious and interest. 
ing obser vations. 


First, The inhabitants of the’ 


world amount to about seven 
hundred and thirty-one millions 

four hundred and twenty millions 
of whom are still in pagan dark- 
ness ; an hundred and 30 millions 
the followers of Mahomet; an 
hundred millions catholics ; for- 
ty-four millions protestants ; thir- 
ty millions of the Greek and ar- 
minian churches, and perhaps 
seven millions of Jews. It must 
undoubtedly strike every consid- 
erate mind, what a vast propor- 
tion of the sons of Adam there 
are, who yet remain in the most 
deplorable state of heathen dark- 
ness, without any means of know- 
ing the true God, except what 
are afforded them by the works 
of nature; and who are utterly 
destitute of the knowledge of the 

gospel of Christ, or of any means 

of obtaining ir. In many of 
these countries they have no writ- 
ten language, consequently no 
bible, and are only led bv the 
most childish customs and tradi- 
tions. Such, for instance; are 


allthe middle and hack parts of 


North America, the inland parts 
of South America, the South 
Sea islands, New Holland, New 
Zealand, New Guinea; and I 
may add Great ‘lartary, Siberia, 
Samojedia, and the other parts 
of Asia contiguous to the frozen 
sea; the greatest part ot Africa, 
the island of .M: adagascar, and 
many places beside. In many of 
these parts also they are canni- 
bais, feeding upon the flesh of 
their slain enemies, with the 
greatest brutality and eagerness. 
The truth of this was ascertain- 
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ed, beyond a doubt, by the late 
eminent navigator, Cook, of the 
New Zealanders, and some of the 
inhabitants of the western coast 
of America. Human sacrifices 
are also very frequently offered, 
so that scarce a week elapses 
without instances of this kind. 
‘hey are in general poor, bar- 
barous, naked pagans, as desti- 
tute of civilization, as they are 
of true religion. 

Secondly, Barbarous as these 
poor heathens are, they appear 
to be as capable of knowledge as 
we are; and in many places, at 
least, have discovered uncom- 
mon genius and tractableness ; 
and I greatly question whether 
most of the barbarities, practised 
by them, have not originated ia 
in some real or supposed affront, 
and are therefore, more proper- 
ly, acts of self-defence, than proof 
of mhuman and blood-thirsty dis- 
positions. 

Thirdly, In other parts, where 
they have a written language, 
as in the East Indies, China, Ja- 
pan, &c. they know nothing of 
the gospel.* The jesuits indeed 
once made many converts to pop- 
ery among the Cninese ; but their 
hichest aim seemed to be to ob- 
tain their good opinion; for 
though the converts protessed 
themselves christians, yet they 
were allowed to honor the image 
of Conrucius their great lawe 
giver ; and at length their am. 
bitious intrigues b: ought upon 
them the dis pleasu re of govern- 
ment, which terminated in the 
suppression of the mission, and 





* Much has, of | ate, been done in 
the east by the missionaries of Christ ¢ 
and we hope God is abour to exhibit 
still greater testimonies of his power 
and compassion. 
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almost, if not entirely, of the 


christian name. It is also a mel- 
ancholy fact, that the vices of 
Europeans have been communi- 
cated wherever they themselves 
have been ;' so that the religious 
state of even heathens has been 
rendered worse by intercourse 
with them ! 

Fourthly, A very great pro- 
portion of Asia and Africa, with 
some part of Europe, are mahome- 
tans ; and those in Persia, who 
are of the sect of Aa/z, are the 
most inveterate enemies to the 
‘L'urks ; and they in return ab- 
hor the Persians. The Africans 
are some of the most ignorant of 
all the mahometans ; especially 
the Arabs, who are scattered 
through all the northern parts of 
Africa, and live upon the depre- 
dations which they are continu- 
ally making upon their neigh. 
bors. 

Fifthly, In respect to those 
who bear the christian name, a 
very great degree of ignorance 
and immorality abounds amongst 
them. There are christians, so 
ealled, of the Greek and armin- 
ian churches, ia all the mahome- 
tan countries; but they are, if 
possible, more ignorant and vi- 
cious than the mahometans them- 
selves. The Georgian christians, 
who are near the Caspian Sea, 
maintain themselves by selling 
their neighbors, relations, and 
children, for slaves to the Turks 
and Persians. And it is remark- 
ed, that if any of the Greeks of 
Anatolia, turn mussulmen, the 
Turks never esteem them, on ac- 
count of their being so much no- 
ted for dissimulation and hypoc- 
risy. It is well known that most 
of the members of the Greek 
church are very ignorant. The 
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papists also are in genéral igno.- 
rant of divine things, and very 
vicious. Nor do the bulk of the 
church of England much exceed 
them, either in knowledge or ho- 
liness ; many errors, and much 
looseness of conduct, are to be 
found amongst dissenters of all 
denominations. ‘The lutherans in 
Denmark are much on a par with 
the ecclesiastics in England ;— 
and the face of most christian 
countries presents a dreadful 
scene of ignorance, hypocrisy, 
and profligacy. Various baneful, 
and pernicious errors appear to 
gain ground, in almost every part 
of christendom ; the truths of the 
gospel, and even the gospel itself, 
are attacked ; and every method 
that the enemy can invent is em- 
ployed to undermine the king. 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All these things are loud calls 
to christians, and especially to 
ministers, to exert themselves 
to the utmost in their severai 
spheres of action, and to try to 
enlarge them as much as possi- 
ble. 

Evan. Iniel. 


TRACTS, 


WE are happy in learning that 
the distribution of Tracts has already 
arrested considerable a:tention, not 
only in foreign countries but in Ver- 
mont and many other parts of the 
United Stares. The following se2- 
‘sonable Address on that important 
and in'eres ing subject we cheerfu'!y 
transfertothe Adviser —Zditors. 


fan Avvress to Christians on tie 
duty and utility of distributing Ke- 
ligious Tracts. 
IT is the business of 2 
christian to do good. When the 
Savior was on earth he spent a'! 
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his time in this glorious employ- 
ment. In this trait of his char- 
acter all his disciples will rejoice 
toimitate him. It will therefore 
be an enquiry frequently pres- 
ent to the mind of a christian ; 
*¢ What more can | do to dimin- 
ish the misery, aud increase the 
happiness of my fellow crea- 
tures??? Anxious to answer this 
question by his conduct, he will 
relieve the wants of the poor, 
comfort the afflicted, and miti- 
gate, as far as he can, the sor- 
rows of the distressed. Nor will 
he stop here. Regarding sin as 
the cause of all misery, and a state 
of favor with God as the only 
means of permanent enjoyment, 
he will earnestly seek for oppor- 
tunities of contributing to rescue 
miserable sinners from the jaws 
of the devourer ; he will rejoice 
in being an humble instrument 
of awakening the stupid, encour- 
aging the faint-hearted, or excit- 
ing the saint to more ardent zeal, 
and more vigorous piety. In 
this state of mind, he will look 
around him, and Strive to dis- 
cover some means hitherto un- 
tried, by which he may ac- 
complish these glorious and de- 
sirable purposes. And _ while 
his soul is warmed by this ex- 
ertion, he will be apt to say, 
* Why have I been hitherto so 
sluggish? Lord, quicken my en- 
deavors hereafter, and when in- 
elined to slacken in my exertions, 
may I reficct upon thy life of be- 
nevolence, and thy sufferings on 
the cross,” 

‘To the considerate man, de- 
Sirous of doing all the good in 
his power, few means will appear 
to promise more utility, than the 
dispersion of religious*!’racts. 

As many zealous followers of 
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the Redeemer have never turned 
their attention to this subject, it 
may be well to state some obvi- 
ous reasons why every lover of 
the souls of men should enter in- 
to it with spirit, as an easy meth- 
od of accomplishing great and 
beneficial purposes. 

But first we would explain 
what is here meani by a Religious 
Tract. We mean a short, plain, 
striking, entertaining, and in- 
structive exhibition in writing of 

some of the great truths of th 
gospel. 

i Religious Tract should be 
short, that it may not weary the 
reader, and may not overcharge 
minds not much habituatea to 
reflection; plain, that the dim- 
mest eyes may see the light, and 
that none may mistake error for 
truth ; striking, that it may make 
a deep and lasting impression 3; 
enteriaining, that all those into 
whose hands it comes may be al- 
lured to read 3 and instructive, 
that the labor of perusing may 
be abundantly compensated. In 
order to possess this latter quality 
in thegreatest perfection, it should 
be full of thoughts, and those 
should be soiemn and important. 
The mind should be led in every 
tract to some just views of the 
great salvation through Jesus 
Christ. There should be noth- 
ing but pure truth, entirely un- 
connected with any attempts to 
build up human systems, or to 
proselyte adherents to any sect. 
‘That such tracts ought to be dis- 
tributed by christians we urge 
from thefollowing cousiderations. 

Such a deed of charity, is 
a probable means of doing govd.— 
Truth.is the great instrument of 
moral good in this world. He 
who disseminates truth,.therefore 
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is 2 benefactor to mankind ; es- 
pecialiy he who disseminates such 
truths as are necessary to deliver 
men from sin, and unite them 
with Christ. The doctrines of 
the gospel are transcendently im- 
portant, and they must, in the 
very nature of the case, be known, 
before any of their blessed ei- 
fects can be produced. Is it not 
highly probable, then, that if they 
are published in small tracts, and 
put into the hands of the igno- 
rant they may produce good et- 
fects? Preaching is not the only 
method of instruction. There 
are some peculiar advantages in 
reading. A book can be peru- 
sed at leisure ; it can be consult- 
ed in the hour of retirement and 
solitude ; every expression it con- 
tains can be weighed, and com- 
pared with knowledge previous- 


ly acquired, and with the word of 


God. Is it not to be expected, 
that some careless souls may be 
awakened by a perusal of a judi- 
cious illustration of those truths, 
which are able to make men wise 
to salvation ? Is it not to be hop- 
ed, that some who have begun to 
examine the truth and to enquire 
what they shall do to be saved, 
may be led by these means to 
continue their inquiries, and em- 
brace the gospel ? 

But it cannot: be doubted, that 
many pious people, who have 
not useful religious books. in their 
possession, will receive great ben- 
efit from reading such tracts as 
have been described ; and it is 


surely no trifling consideration to: 


increase the comfort, joy, hope, 
and love of the humble believer. 
Every sincere exertion to com- 
municate knowledge, strength, 
and confidence to our fellow 
christians, is a very acceptable 
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service to the church, and the 
subject of it will not be forgot- 
ten, in that day when God mak- 
eth up his jewels. 

2. It is an easy way of doing 


good. FEvery man has not the tal- 


ent of conversing upon important 
subjects, especially wpon subjects 
so ungrateful to the natural 
heart, as the great truths of the 
gospel are. ‘Those who do pos- 
sess this talent, have not the op- 
portunity and the leisure which 
are requisite to converse with all 
they have intercourse with. But 
any man can say, * My friend, 
read this little book, and let me 
know what you think of it ;”’ or, 
“You will here find a subject 
treated of, in which we are all 
deeply interested.”” ‘Thus you 
may convey instruction, and re- 
proof to many a_ soul which 
would otherwise have remained 
entirely careless and stupid.— 
The truths thus brought to the 
mind, will also be more correct 
in general, than they could be, if 
express ed ina hasty conversation. 
3. It is acheap way of diffu- 
sing religious knowledge. 
Tracts cost but a little; much 
less than almost any thing else 
which promises equal utility. 
Pamphlets which contain 24 pa- 
ges, or about as much as two ser- 
mons of moderate length, are af- 
forded for the small sum of two 
anda half cents, or forty fora 
dollar. One of these may con- 
tain matter of great value, of 
saving efficacy. It may be pre- 
served for months and years, and 
read again and again with in- 
creased profit. We think it not 
much to bestow a few cents up- 
on a beggar, or to spend them in 
trifling indulgencies ; how can 
we then grudge religious truth 
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to the ignorant who are perish- 
ing for lack of vision. Thus by 
avery small sum laid out in this 
way, many sinners may be affec- 
tionately urged and entreated to 
flee from the wrath to come, and 
to lay hold on the hope set be- 
forethem. If we consider for a 
moment, in how many compari- 
tively useless ways we dispose of 
property, how often we act the 
part of unfaithful stewards, and 
how much we are inclined. to 
gratify ourselves and neglect the 
welfare of our brethren of the 
human race, we shall probably 
be influenced by the reflection, 
that so small a sum should do so 
much good. 

4. It isnot so Likely to give offence 
as many other ways of doimg 
good People are often led to 
suppose, that if a person begins 
to converse with them on reli- 
gion, he assumes a superiority 
over them, and virtually says, 
that he is wiser and better than 
they. This opinion of their’s 
however erroneous, may prevent 
them from listening to what he 
has to say. But when a doog is 
read, the thought that it was com- 
posed by some wise and good 
men so far from being disgusting, 
is a reason why it should be read 
with attention. When a sinner’s 
heart and feelings are described 
in a book, he is convinced there 
is truth in the description, as it 
comes from a person altogether 
ignorant of his individual char- 
acter. When he perceives the 
anxiety of a stranger for his hap- 
piness and salvation, he will be 
apt to give a patient hearing to 
that which is offered with so be- 
nevolent an aspect, and aims to 
effect so desirable anend. He 
may read without prejudice, and 
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receive such impressions of the 
truth as will never be effaced. 

5. It is a way of doing good 
very extensive in its use. It takes 
much time to converse at length 
on the subject of religion; but a 
tract can be given away, and 
God’s blessing asked upon itin a 
moment. Some gentlemen who 
enter with earnestness upon the 
distribution of tracts, always keep 
a selection by them, and when- 
ever they see a person who would 
probably derive benefit from the 
perusal of religious truth, they 
dispose of such a tract as is suited 
to his character. If they go a 


journey, tracts compose a part 


of their baggage ; and whenever 
they visit the poor, this branch 
of their charity is not forgotten. 
When it is considered that one 
tract can be read by all the mem- 
bers of one family, and then lent 
te another, it may be easily con- 
ceived that extensive good may 
be done in this way to the souls 
of men by a single benevolent 
person. How much then would 
be accomplished by the united 
exertions of Christians generally, 
How much sin would be prevent- 
ed, and how many souls would 
be induced to apply for salvation 
through the atonement of “ the 
Lamb of God which taketh a- 
way the sins of the world.” If 
aperson doubts his own ability 
to find proper objects of charity, 
(though such a case can hardly 
be supposed,) he may purchase 
tracts, and leave them for distri- 
bution with some discreet person, 
a clergyman, tor example, who 
will find opportunities to dis- 
pose of them ima more Satisface 
tory manner, than he could do 
himself. They may also be sent 
in great numbers into new cour- 
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tries, and into parishes destitute 
of regular preaching, where they 
will be very acceptable, as well as 
very useful. 

Were it necessary to add to 
the foregoing arguments in fa- 
vor of the distribution of tracts, 
we might bring to view many 
instances in which great good has 
been done to individuals, even 
lasting changes wrought upon 
their minds, only by reading a 
penny leaf or perusing a small 
tract. 


GHE INFIDEL NOVICE CONFOUNDED» 


MEN of infidel principles 
are sometimes as ignorant as they 
are impertinent. One of this 
sort was making himself merry 
in a large company at the ex- 
pense of the Scriptures, and told 
his companions that he could 
prove the prophet of the Chris- 
tians (as he called Christ) mis- 
taken, even upon the most com- 
mon subjects. After awakening 
the curiosity of the company, he 
thus gratified it. ‘* Christ says 
that old bottles are not so Strong as 
new (alluding to Matt. ix. 17 ;) 
and therefore if new wine is put 
into o/d bottles it will, break them. 
Now don’t every body know that 
old glass is just as strong as néw : 
for whoever heard that glass was 
the weaker for beingold?” A 
clergyman in company, who had 
been made the butt of his wit, 
gently reproved the ignorance 
and folly of this witling, by ask- 
ing him if he understood Greek. 
«s Greek, Sir ! no, Sir, but what 
has Greek to do with it? a bot- 
tle is a bottle, whether it be in 
Greek or English : every body 
knows that an old bottle is just as 
good and as strong as anew one.” 
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‘«¢ Not quite, Sir,’’ replied the oth- 
er, ‘if they are made of leather 
or skins, as the fact was as to the 
bottles Christ speaks of, as the 
Greek name imports ; and in- 
deed it is so in many countries, 
even to this day, that people use 
skins by way of vessels to con- 
tain wine.”? On which side the 
laughter of the company turned 
isnot very difficult to conceive, 
We may here learn that the 
knowledge of the original lan- 
guages in which the scriptures 
are written is of no small utility 
to a christian minister. 


Buck’s Miss. 


ETERNITY. 


* WHEN I endeavor to rep- 
resent eternity to myself, I avail 
myself of whatever I can con- 
ceive most long and durable. I 
heap imagination on imagina- 
tion, conjecture on conjecture. 
First, I consider those long lives 
which all men wish, and some at- 
tain. I observe those old men 
who live four or five generations, 
and who alone make the history 
of an age. I do more: I turn 
to ancient chronicles, | go back 
to the patriarchal age, and con- 
sider life extending through a 
thousand years; and I say to 
myself, all this is not eternity, all 
this is only a point in compari- 
son of eternity. Having rep- 
resented to myself real objects, | 
form ideas of imaginary ones. [ 

o from our age to the time 
of publishing the gospel, from 
thence to the publication of the 
law, from the: law to the flood, 
from the flood tothe creation; 1 
join this epoch to the present 
time, and I imagine Adam yet 
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living. . Had Adam. lived till 
now, and had he lived in misery, 
had he passed all his time ina 
fire, or _ a rack, what idea must 
we form of his condition? At 
what price would we agree to 
expose ourselves to misery so 
great? What imperial glory 
would appear glorious were it 
followed by so much woe? Yet 
this is not eternity; all this 
is nothing in comparison of ‘eter- 
nity! Igo farther still. I pro- 
ceed from imagination to ima- 
gination, from one supposition to 
another. I take the greatest 
number of years that can be im- 
agined. 1 add ages to ages, 
millions of ages to millions of 
ages. I form of all these one 
fixed number, and I stay my 1m- 
avination. After this I suppose 
God to create a world like this 
which we inhabit. I suppose 
him creating it, by forming one 
atom after another, and employ- 
ing in the production of each at- 
om the time fixed in my calcula- 
tion just now mentioned | What 
numberless ages would the crea- 
tion of such a world in sucha 
manner require! Then I sup- 
pose the Creator to arrange these 
atoms, and to pursue the same 
plan of arranging them as of 
creating them. What number- 
less ages would such an arrange- 
ment require! Finally, I sup- 
pose him to dissolve and annihi- 
late the whole, and observing the 
same method in this dissolution 
as he observed in the creation 
and disposition of the whole.— 
What an immense duration would 
be consumed ! Yet this is not e- 
ternity ; allthis is only a point in 
comparison of eternity !” 
Saurin. 
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FRAGMENTS. 
aewendiuauiaia, 
HUMILITY is the mother 
of contentment. 


The deeper your self-abhor- 
rence, the casier 1s self-resizna- 
tion. 

They that deserve nothing should 
be content with any thing. 

Bless God for what vou have, 
and trust God for what you 
want. ° 

We must commit our scuis to 
God’s keeping, and submit oure 
selves to God’s disposing. 

We should obey his revealed 
will, and then be resigned to his 
providential will.’ 

If we cannot bring our condi- 
tion to our mind, we must laborto 
bring our mind to our condition. 

Neither contentment nor dis- 
contentment arises from the out. 
ward condition, but from the in- 
ward disposition. 

If aman is not content in that 
state heisin, he will not be con- 
tent in any state he would be in. 

Mason. 





APT REFLECTION. 


THE multitude not only do 
wrong, but make those, who are 
wiser ashamed to do right. 

Burgh, 


DIVINITY OF CHREST. 


TWO gentlemen were once 
disputing on the divinity of 
Christ. One of them, who argu- 
ed against it, said, ‘ If it were 
true, it certainly would have been 
expressed in more clear and une- 
quivocal terms.” ‘ Well,’ said 
the other, ‘ admitting that you 
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believed it; were authorized to 
teach it, and allowed to use your 
own language, how would you 
express the doctrine to make-it 
indubitable.?? ‘ I would say,” 
replied the first, “that Jesus 
Christ is the true God.” ‘* You 
are very happy,’ rejoined the oth- 
er, in the choice of your words ; 
for you have happened to hit up- 
on the very words of inspiration. 
St. John, speaking of the Son, 
says, ** This is the true God, and 
eternal life.” 
Miss. Mag. 


DOCTRINES OF GRACE. 


THE late lord B e, the 
celebrated infidel, was one day 
reading in Calvin’s Institutions. 
A clergyman of his Lordship’s 
acquaintance coming on a visit, 
Lord B. said to him, “ You have 

caught me reading John Calvin. 
He was indeed a man of great 
parts, profound sense, and vast 
learning. He handles the doc- 
trines of grace in a very masterly 
manner.” ‘ Doctrines of grace 
replied the clergyman. ‘ The 
doctrines of grace have set all 

mankind together by the ears !” 
«I am surprised to hear you say 
so,”’ answered lord B. ; “*you, who 
profess to believe and to preach 
christianity. Those doctrines 
are certainly the doctrines of the 
bible, and if I believe the bible, 
I must believe them; and let 
me seriously tell you, that the 
greatest miracle in the world is, 
the subsistance of christianity, 
and its continued preservation as 
areligion, when the preaching of 
it is committed to the care of 
such unchristiun wretches as 
you.” Buck, 





Dectrines of Grace.—Drunkard.—Swearer. 
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THE DRUNKARD RECOVERED. 


THE late R. P. of W. was 
for Some time awfully ensnared 
by the sin of drunkenness ; but 
was at length recovered from it 
in the following singular way : 
he had a tame goat, which was 
wont to follow him to the ale- 
house which he frequented ;— 
one day, by way of frolic, he 
gave the animal so much ale, 
that it became intoxicated.— 
What particularly struck Mr. P. 
was, that, from that time, tho’ 
the creature would follow him 
to the door, he never could get 
it to enter the house. Revolv- 
ing this circumstance in his me, 
Mr. P. was led to see how much 
the sin by which he had been en- 
slaved had sunk him beneath a 
beast, and from that time be. 
came asober man. 10. 





THE SWEARER REFORMED. 


THE late Rev. Wm. Ro- 
MAINE, Of London, in crossing 
the Black Friar’s-bridge, came up 
with a man who, in a style of un- 
usual and fearful impiety, called 
upon God to “ damn his soul, for 
Curist’s sake /’? Mr. Romaine, 
laying his hand upon the blas- 
phemer’s sheulder, said ; ** AZ) 
friend, God has done many shines for 
Christ’s sake ; and perhaps be will 
do THAT too ;” and passed on. 
The reproof, quite as original as 
the imprecation, went to the 
wretch’s heart ; and was the oc- 
casion of his“ turning from the 
power of Satan unto God, ” and 
becoming an exemplary follower 
of that Redeemer whom he had 
been in the habit of insulting.— 
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*‘ A word spoken in due season, 
how good is it !”? The power of 
Jesus to save, how mighty ! His 
grace, how free !—Chris. Mag. 





CANITZ. 


A little before his death Can- 
itz, the German poet, desired to 
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be led to the window, which he 
opened: Having gazed some 


minutes on the rising sun, he ex- 


claimed “ O, if the view of a part 
of the creation can be thus beau- 
tiful and reviving, how infinitely 
delightful must be that of the 
Creator :”” he spoke and died. 


Evan. Jutel. 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE REV. LYMAN BEECHER, 
DATED EAST-HAMPTON, LONG ISLAND, APRIL 1, 1809. 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 


I ENTIRELY concer with 
you in opinion respecting the du- 
ty and usefulness of communica- 
ting to christian churches what 
God has done for us.—I feel the 
more sensibly on this subject, 
because similar communications 
from New-Jersey and New-Eng- 
land seem to have been eminent- 
ly instrumental through the mer- 
cy of God, in the commencement 
of the joyful day which we now 
behold.—Oh, that these tidings 
of mercy from our island, may 
call forth among you, the thanks- 
givings of many : and that speed- 
ily we also may be comforted in 
hearing of your prosperity, with 
the like consolation wherewith 
we are now permitted to com- 
fort you. 

The town of East-Hampton, 
contains about 1500 souls, and 
is composed of one compact 
street of a mile and half in length, 
and 5 villages—One to the East, 
and another to the West of the 


Town, on the same side of the 
island. Twoon the North side, 
and one village of free blacks not 
far from the body of the Town, 
‘Che first appearance of a special 
work of God commenced about 
the middle of the last summer, 
at a village on the north side, 5: 
miles from the town and contig- 
uous to Gardner’s Island, where 
the blessed work began about the 
same time—Next. there began to 
be some tokens of tae Divine pres- 
ence in the town; and finally 
the weck sendind and follow- 

ing the first of January the rain 
of righteousness began to fall 
sud: denly and copiously upon the 
town and ail the villages. —In 
one village consisting of ten or 
twelve families, there were six or 
seven persons (chiefly of middle 
age and heads oi families) hope- 
fully converted to God, the first 
week the work visibly beyan, be- 
sides numbers convinced of sin, 
and every soul in the village ar. 
rived at years of discretion deep- 
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ly solemnized.—In this village, 
at another on the North side, and 
at the village of free blacks, for 
about one week it was Sabbath 
every day. It was a time of 
wonder and joy and praise.— 
Since this sudden and universal 
spread of the work, it has contin- 
ed ina more gradual manner to 
progress, so that every week 
from the first of January to this 
time, there have been instances 
of hopeful conversions. The mi- 
nute wonders of this work, aris- 
ing from a knowledge of ante- 
cedent characters and other local 
circumstances (and which are of- 
ten the greatest wonders) cannot 
now be told.—Indeed, it is the 
incommunicable privilege of those 
who are blessed with such a day, 
te behold and admire all its at- 
tendant glories. The work still 
continues with great power.— 
There are quite as many, at this 
time under apparent convictions 
as I have known at any preceding 
period, and three or four instan- 
ces of hopeful conversion, have 
also come to my knowledge in 
the course of the present week. 
Since the work began, about one 
hundred persons have professed 
to have found peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Of this number, eighty-six have 
been added to the church, and we 
trust that they will be found of 
the number of those who shall be 
saved.—The Lord’s supper was 
administered here on the second 
Sabbath of March: on that day 
sixty-four persons sat down with 
us for the first time at the table 
ofthe Lord. It was one of the 
most solemn and joyful days that 
ITeversaw. The consolations of 
the people of God were neither 
few nor small. We expect a con- 
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siderable addition ta the church 
at our next Sacramental season.—- 
I shalt now make some hasty re- 
marks, calculated to illustrate 
the nature, and exhibit the bless- 
ings of the power of God.—It 
was preceded by a Spirit of pray- 
er—In a few instances at first, 
and in a greater and greater num. 
ber, until the work became gen- 
eral. For a long time, as much 
as a year before it began, we were 
repeatedly elated with hopeful 
appearances and disappointed by 
their dechine. Thé church in 
general as yet were not awake. 
But as soon as Zion awoke, she 
became terrible as an army with 
banners.—She strove with God 
and prevailed.—The work in 
general has been silent and (ex. 
cept in the instances before men. 
tionéd) a very gradual one. So 
silently did it go on, and so very 
different from former revivals, 
that nearly fifty persons in the 
congregation, - were hopefully 
converted, before there began to 
be a general apprehension that a 
day of God’s power was begun. 
There has been very little panic 
or terror, but much deep, steady 
conviction of sin. Several had 
begun to rejoice in God before 
it was known to their nearest 
friends that they were troubled in 
mind, and, indeed, usually when 
after conversion the antecedent 
state of mind was disclosed, it 
has appeared that the Holy Spir- 
it had brought the command- 
ment home, long before it wa’ 
known that the persons were 
wounded in spirit.—The » work 
appears to be a genuine work cf 
the Lord. It is not an indefina- 
ble terror, nor sight of hell, that 
causes alarm.—It is Sin —And 
peace and joy are found not in 
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apprehensions of personal safety ; 
but in new admiration of the 
character of God, and joyful re- 
conciliation to his law and gov- 
eriument :—in submission to Jesus 
Christ, caused by admiration of 
his divine excellence and admira- 
tion of the way of life by his right. 
eousness and his sovercign mercy. It 
is by reflecting on these altered 
views and affections, that hope, 
cheering hope, begins to dawn 
in the soul. It has beena day 
of deliverance to them that were 
bound and all their life time, 
through fear of death, subject to 
bondage—and peculiarly a day 
of consolation and prayer to the 
members of the church.—There 
are few, I believe very few, 
whose hearts and hands have not 
been lifted up in the ways of the 
Lord. I need not add, that it has 
been a season of uncommon 
peace and triendship and love. 
I have never known greater ex- 
ertions on the part of private 
christians, especially the elders 
and other leading men in the 
church, than have been made the 
past winter : going from village 
to village and going, when re- 
quested, with their pastor from 
house to house, to aid by their 
prayers and sanction by their 
presence, his exertions and per- 
sonalinstructions. ‘This method 
of family instruction and person- 
al address, has been signaily own- 
ed of God and blessed. The 
doctrine of “total deprax uty and the 
doctrine of Divine Sovereignty, 
manne with the greatest plain- 
nae have not, as some would 

have predicted, made our people 
di dite 2 but have been singularly 
biessed to awaken sinners, to edi- 
fy believers and to promote the 
gracious work of God. Instead 
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of making infidels a leaven of this 
description, which threatened 
once to destroy our youth, is now 
entirely checked in its progres 
and almost annihilated. Two 
leading men among us of deisti- 
cal principles, have been made 
to bow down. One is now a 
pillar in the church and the oth- 
er lies trembling at the feet of Je- 
sus and pleading with many tears 
for the exercise of his sovereign 
mercy. A number of active men 
of more modern education have 
been raised up to be men of pray- 
er, and to take the place of their 
fathers, many of whom must soon 
fall asleep. An unusual number 
of heads of families are enlisted 
on the Lord’s side and a founda. 

tion Jaid for training up children 
in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. The sovereignty 
of God has been remarkably dis- 
played in the varieties of age, 
ciscumstances and character em- 
braced in this work. About 
twenty persons of color, it is hop- 
ed, have been washed and made 
white in the bleod of the Lamb.— 
And of the white people, persons 
of all ages and of every class, 
from the meanest to the most 
respectable are among the hap- 
Py en of this glorious work. 
Lhe worship of God in panne has 
been promoted by this revival. 
Among the good effects, the 
voice of prayer and praise is now 
heard in dwellings, where it was 
never heard before. 

The same blessed work is rap- 
idly increasing at Bridge Hamp- 
ton, Sag-Harbor, Southold and 
Southampton. It is such a day 
as I believe our churches never 
saw. ‘Chus, my dear Brother, I 
have related briefly, as many of 
the mercies of God to ihe people 
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of my — as one letter can 
contain. ut if | should attempt 
caciaiaader what remains untold, 
they are more than I can num- 
yer.  Erernity, aided by the 

men and angels, will 
never express fully that love and 
mercy of God which passeth 


Knseuled 
Le Wileiige. 


i 
172 ot 
40 Oj 


(Concluded from Page 153.) 
THE managers, conceiv- 
jane that it would be of import- 
ce to obtain a charter called a 
ty, to consid. 
— 


anc 
me Peting ot 
er and determine up on the 
priety of petitioning t the legis 
ture of this state, then in sess 
for an act of incorporation. 
this meeting, a memorial, togeth- 
with the draft of a bill, were sub- 
mitted to the society, which, be- 
ine considered and approved, 
were forwarded to the legisla- 
ture: but the expected- success 
did not attend the application. 
The failure, it is believed, was 
chiefly owing to the application 
having been made at so late a 
period of the session of the legis- 
lature, that there was not time 
to = suitable attention to the 
subject. ‘It will now belong to 
aoa society to di spose rd this bu- 
siness 10 that way, which to them 
may seem best. 

As this society owed its exis- 
tence, in a great measure, to the 
noble example affordei by the 
British and F ‘oreign Bible Socte- 


the socie 


ty; a at London ; and 
as intimation had been given by 


a respect abl e member of that so- 
y, that a handsome, donation 
would be granted to the first so- 
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ciety of a similar kind establish- 
ed inthe United States; it was 
one of the first acts of this soci- 
ety, after its organization, to re- 
quest their treasurer to give in- 
formation, through his corres. 
pondent in London, of the form- 
ation of a Bible Society in this 
city: and to transmit a copy of 
its CONSTR, and — the 
patronage and support of t he Bi- 
ble Society m London. ‘his 
was done. And it will afford 
pleasure to the members of the 
society to be informed, that the 
treasurer’s communication pro- 
duced a very agree able impres- 
sion on the minds of the whole 
committee of the B ritish and For- 
ergn Bible Society Without 
hesitation or delay, én opened 
their arms to embrace our infant 
with truly fra 

Instead of one hun- 
dred pounds, which this society 
had been actimeaea to hope 


are rnat 


institution, 


f 
affection. 


for, by a unanimous vote of the 
committee, ¢wo hundred pounds 
sterling were given in aid ot our 
funds: and so strong was the 


tide of their generous afiection 
toward this society, that 
larger sum ~_— i have been vo- 

ted for its use, had they not sup- 


web that our institution was 


a mucn 


limited m its operation to the 
state of Pennsylvania. 

They express an anxious 
wish that our plan should be 


enlarged, so as to comprehend 
the whole union, in one society. 

But the managers are of opinion, 
that when the address of the so 
ciety shall reach them, together 
with the explanations whreh have 
been directed to be made, they 
1 convinced that the plan 
which has been ade pted is the 
most eligible for this country.— 

















































managers believe, 
rat if no similar societies shoul d 


country, if will be an day 
of the society, to extend its arms 
fi om Maine to Georgia, and f from 


the Ailantic to the Missis ippl. 
The manag havin g now" 

« . . 
had some opportunity of testing 


the importance and utility of the 
plan of the Bible Society, by ac- 
tual experiment, beg leave to 
mike a few observations on the 
subject in the conclusion of this 
report. 

The necessity for such an in- 
stitution has appeared much 

ore evidently to _ managers, 
since, in the course of their duty, 
they have been ie to make par- 
ticular inquiries into the condi- 


tion of the poorer class of people 
mi this city, than it ever did be- 
core. The deficiency of Bibles 
has been found to be _— > mg af- 
er than was expected ; and it i 

yelieved to be as great in aaa 
other places. The number of 
families and individuals, who are 
destitute of a Copy at the Scrip. 
tures is so great, that the whole 


possession of 
the society, could be profitably 
expended in sup} whe. the wants 
of this city alone : and the op- 
portunities of di cies them 
in other places are so numerous, 


4 
4 


that if their funds were tenfold 
as great as they are, they would 
stili b2 inadequate to satisfy the 
demand. 

That the institution will be 
useful, and has already been use- 
ful, can be doubted by no one, 
who values the word of te 


™~ ? aad 

Some hundreds of fam ies are 

now in possession of a Bi ible, by 
1 


means of the society, which nev- 


er had one before, And it de- 
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serves to be mentioned, thai ihe 


. 


books a commonly been re- 
ceive. 1, th emotion, and strong 
indications pak gratitude; and that 
the ane ation for them is often 


res 
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it is presumed, wil! be consider- 
7 L, 4 V i ° mivor ~ ' , 
ed by every contri utor as aricn 
% 
remune ratio n, for all the expense 


and labor, to which he may have 

ae ‘2 1“ : ee 
subjected himself in support of 
the institution 


a ; a fii mens) +» 
aut beside the Sood resuiting 


1 


| a : ° 
from the promotion of the chief 


and direct object of the society, 
the managers are of opinion that 
ind desirable ef- 


“ + i a . = ! ‘3 ¥ 
fects will be indu ‘clly produced 


very important 


Che cordiality and harmony 


wen ae a ee z ‘ = 
with which christians of « sO many 


denominations have united, in 
prosecuting this important Oh- 


=~) 


: a yr 49 « +- a 
jee , Cannoe fail of be Et i attend- 
ed with some good effect on alli 
t -* ° 
concerned. ft 1s an approxima- 


tion to that unity and brotherly 
love among christians which all 
good men so ardently desire.— 
At least it will have a tendenc 
to remove hgh 
ing mutual acquaintance | 

the member “of differ rent ie. 
lous communitie: 

The man aoe —™ moreove 

believe, that the zeal Siecuinet. 
and efforts made, by so muny 


etween 


persons in thts city, of differei 


ft Kat BD ol 


conditions and professions, 0 


furnish the poor with Bibles gra. 
tuitously, will have a happy 
tendency to induce many to ap- 
preciate the sacred scriptures 
more highly than they have becn 


° 

x nr “ P ~_ , e 

wont fO dO; and may Gispose 
/ 

7 7 ’ 

ANSeG wong DOSSESS } & hia 31ft 

LitVUse VW il bi a bJLiD 5 Us 

e . are . 7 oe = a. * ; 

nave sumered trem to ire neviect- 


ed in their houses, to peruse them 
With Serious attention. 
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On the whole, the managers 
feel it to be a duty, to express 
their gratitude to the Author of 
every good gift, for the institu- 
tion of Bible Societies ; and par- 
ticularly, for the degree of fa- 
vor which he hath been pleased 
to manifest to this infant institu- 
tion. At the same time, they 
congratulate the society on the 
pleasing prospects of success 
which are open before them. — 
‘This continent presents an ex- 
tensive field for the labors of such 
societies; which, under diligent 
cultivation and the blessing of 
heaven, may be expected to yield 
a copious harvest. 

In the present convulsed state 
of the European continent, per- 
haps there is no spot upon earth, 
from which the light of divine 
truth might be sent forth more 
successfully, to various and dis- 
tant parts of the  benighted 
world, than from this city. The 
institution of a bible society in 
this place, therefore, must be 
considered an auspicious event. 
And the managers do not think 
that their hopes are too sanguine, 
when they persuade themselves, 
that at no very distant period, 
this scciety will be found in the 
foremost rank among those in- 
stitutions, which piety or human- 
ity hasg¢recied for the relief of 
the indent, on this continent. 
And they conclude this report, 
by declaring it to be, not only 
the object of their prayers, but 
their hopes, that before the pres- 
ent generation shall have passed 
away, the holy scriptures will be 
read by all the principal nations 
under heaven: and thus the way 
be opened for the fulfilment of 
the prediction of the prophet, 
“ The, earth shall be full of the 
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knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.” 


The annual meeting of the GENERAL 
ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT 
«vas holden at Lebanon on the third 
Tuesday of Fune last The follow- 
ing Extracts from their printed min- 
utes will not, we presume be unac- 
ceptable to our readers. 


AN address from the Reverend 
Messrs. Joseph Lyman, D. D. and 
Samuel Austin, D. D, in behalf ofthe 
General Association of Massachu- 
setts proper, which body they repre- 
sented, requesting to form a union 
with the General Association of Con- 
necticut, upon such principles as 
might be mutually agreed on, was pre- 
sented and read; and also a copy of 


the Constitution and proceedings of 


that Association : Whereupon, the 
Rev. Messrs. Chase, Selden, Chapin, 
Latta, and Lyman were appointed a 
Committee to consider the subject 
and male report. 

The Trustees of the Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut exhibited a Re- 
port of their proceedings the Jast 
year, which was read and accepted. 

Phe Associational Sermon was 
preached by the Rev. David Selden, 
from John xv. 14, which was follow- 
ed by another sermon delivered by the 
Rev. Gershom C. Lyman, from Psalm 
xxv. 11, 

The Keport of the Committee on 
the subject of the union between this 
Association and the General Associa- 
tion of  assachusetts proper, was read 
and accepted .—Whereupon, Voted, 
That the preposed connection meeis 
the cordial apprebation of this body. 

Zoted, also, in order to render the 
said connection complete, and eflect- 
ual for the accomplishment of the 
purposes contemplaied, That the foi- 
lowing rules be adeptod for its regue 
lation ; and that the said ruies, if ac- 
ceded to by that Association, or as 
amended by that body, with the con- 
currence of the first delegates who 
shalj mee: that body from this Asso- 
ciation, shall regulate the proposed 
counection, 
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1. The General Association of Con- 
necticut and the General Association 
of Massachesetts proper shail annual- 
ly appoint, each two Gcelegates to the 

ther, 

The delegates shall be admitted, 
in each body, to the same rights of 
sitting, debating, and voting, with 
their own members respectively. 

3. It shal! be understood, that the 
articles of agreement and connection 
between the tyo bodies may be, at 
any time, varied by their mutual con- 
sent. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, 
D. D. and Henry A. Rowland were 
appointed de elegates from this Associ- 
ation to the General Association of 
Massachusetts proper, to be convened 
at the house of the Rev. Samuel 
Spring, in Newburyport, on Wednes- 
day the 28th of instant June, to act 
pursuant to the vote of this Associa- 
tion, that the same may be carried 

into effect. 

The following persons were ap- 
pointed to cei cif the re; gular standing 
of preachers ‘eguiiala from this into 
other parts of the United States, vz, 
Rey. Messrs Nathan Perkins, D.D. 
Wiiham Robinson, Benjammn Trum- 
bull, D. D. Matthew Noyes, Joseph 
Strong, D. D, Isaac Lewis, D. D. 
David Ely D. D. Moses C. Welch, 
Ant dre Ww coe. Samuel J. Mills, Azel 
Backus, Elijah Parsons, and Nathan 


The Rev. Peter Starr was chosen 
delegate to the Coavention ef Con- 
grezational and Presbyterian Minis- 
iers in the State of Vermont, to con- 
vene at Ru:land, on the first Tuesday 
of September next; aud the Rey, 
Samuel Merwin was appointed his 
subscitute. 

Voted, That we cordially approve 
the plan and design of the Connecti- 
éut Bible Saciety, instituted to circu- 
late among the poor the common ver- 
sion of the holy scriptures, without 
Note or comment; and thatit shall be 
ur care, both as individuals and as 
ministers of Christ, to afford that 
Society such countenance and assist- 
ance as we shall, in our several places, 
had ourselves enabled to bestow. 

Voted, That we recommend to the 
several Associations in the State to 
iransmit, by their delegates to the 
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Genera! Association, yearly, in writ. 
ing, a statement of the situation of 
their Churches, the state of religion 
therein, and of the number of mem- 
bers added to their Churches, in the 
year next preceding the sitting of said 
‘Acsociation. 

The Committee appointed to pre- 
pare a report respecting the state of 
religion im our Churches and these 
connected with us, made a report 
which was accepted and is as follows 

‘‘ The General Association have 
heard, with emotions of ardent grat- 
itude and li vely joy, the comshunica- 
tions which have been made bo them 
respecting the state of religion in our 
Churches: The expectations which 
were excited, by the unusually favor- 
ab'e accounts to the Generai Associa- 
tion, at thetr last annual meetin 
have been fully answered. The nu- 
merous and extensive revivals which 
then prevailed have, in most instances, 
continued to progress; and in many 
places new revivals have commenced. 
Though in some parts of the State 
we still find coldness among profess 
ing Christians, and great stupidity 
and boldness amieng sinners, yet va- 
cant Churches have manifested an 
unusual zeal to enjoy the institutions 
and ordinances of the gospel ; ap- 
parent converts have been greatly 
multiplied, and hundreds, na, even 
thousands, have been added to the 
Church of Christ. We rejoice and 
give thanks to God, that an unusual 
spirit of prayer has pervaded, warm- 
ed, and animated the hearts and souls 
of Christians; and this we consider 
as the chief means of the special 
sanctifying and saving blessings which 
have been poured down upon us.— 
We congratulate each other, cur res- 
pective Churches, and all the friends 
of Christianity, upon the animating 
prospect which now opens io our 
view. 

‘« By the delegates from the Pres- 
byterian Church, we learn that, in 
some places within their limits, the 
special work of God has been very 
great ; though in others coldness and 
stupidity still prevail, and in a small 
cistrict a spirit of disorder continugs. 
On the whole, the Presbyterian 
Church appear to be encouraged and 
look forward to the renewal of their 
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efforts with increased ardor and ani- 
mation.’’ 


‘«“ By the delegate from the Con- 
vention of Vermont we learn that 
God has there, insome places, been 
gracious, inthe abundant effusion of 
his holy spirit, and the conversion of 
ginners; though we are sorry to learn 
that in many places iniquity continues 
greatly to abound, and that several 
ministers have been dismissed from 
their pastoral charges, within the 
course of the past year.”? 


** On the whole, upon a review of 
the Churches within the foremention- 
ed limits, we tind that Chrisuans have 
not prayed, nor ministers labored, in 
vain ; that God has, indeed, proved 
himself to be a prayer-hearing God; 
that his spirit has descended like rain 
upon the mown grass; and that the 
great shepherd and b'shop of souls 
has beer ga'hering sinners into his 
fold, from the East and from the 
West, from the North and from the 
South, and, as we humbly hope, pre- 
paring them to sit down with Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the Ring- 
dom of God,”’ 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MAS- 
SACHUSEIS MISIONARY SOCIETY. 


rr} 


he tenth annual meeting of the 
Massachusetts Missionary ” Becietvy 
was holden at Boston, on the SOth and 
Slst days of Maylast. The meeting 
was attended by a large number of 
ministers and other members of the 
Society. The exercises of the day 
were introduced by sacred music.—— 
The throne of sovereign mercy wa 
then addressed, in a solema and pe 
tinent praver by the Presideat ; af- 
ter which the report of the Trustees 
was read by the Secretary. 

The Society, having heard and ac- 
cepted the report of the Trustees, 
proceeded to their annual business. 

The officers of the Society, elected 
for the present year, are 


Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D, Pres- 
ident. 
Rew Facob Norton, Secretary. 


Dga. Fobn Simpcins, Treasurer. 


214 Mass. Miss. Society. —Swedish Tract Society. [Auvc. 


The President, Ex officio, ) 
Rev. Daniel Hopkins, 
Samuel Niles, 
Samuel Spring, D. D. 


Fobn Crane, DD. i 
Samuel Austin, D. D. , s = 
Etijah Parish, D. D. 12 

&% 


Fonathan Strong, 
Facob Norton, 
Samuel Worcester, 
Dea. Isaac Warren. J 
The public exercises of the occa. 
sion were attended on the evening of 
the first day of the meeting, at the 
Olid South meeting house. The ser- 
mon by the Rev. Mr. Worcester of 
Salem was sentimental, elegant, ap- 
propriate, solemn, and highly inter. 
esting; the assembly was large and 





solemnly attentive ; and the contri- 


bution to aid the benevolent object of 
the Society more libera!, than on any 
preceding similar occasion. The first 
preacher, for the next annual meet. 
ing, is Rev. Jaccb Norton of Wey- 
mouth, the second Rev. Timothy 
Dickinson of Holjiston. The follow- 
ing missionaries have been anpointed 
by the board of Trystees ; Rev. Jo. 
seph Badger for the vear, among the 
Weaniet tribe of Indians > Rev. 
John Sawyer, for the vear, between 
Kennebeck and Penobscot rivers; 
Mr. Thaddeus Osgood, for the year, 
north-western parts of New-York, 
and berders cf Canada; Rev. Jo 
tham Sewall, six months, destitute 
_ maton Rhode-Is!and; Mr. — — Kel. 
logg, and Mr. Eliphaler B. Coleman, 
six months, in the counties of Sreu- 
ben, Ontario, and Genesee; Mr. —- 
Hardy,six months, Lake Champ.arn, 
and St. Lawrence; and Mr. —+ 
Greely, six months, Nova Scotia. 
Pan. 


TRACT SOCIETY IN SWEDEN. 
A RELIGIOUS Tract Society 


has just been established at Stock 
holm. They intend to print tracts in 


the Swedish, Finlandish, and, it pos- 


sible, in the Lapiandish language 

They have commenced, by print: & 

in the Swedish language two of the 

alibinetige Seciety’s tracis, wiz. ** The 

Grea lestion answered,” and the 
, 

“ Account of James Covey.” 
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They hope soon to print some in 
the Finlandish tongue, as there 1s the 
most pressing necessity In Finland, 
which is likely to become the seat of 
war; and it is very desirable that 
the poor suifermg imbhabitants may 
enjoy the consolations of religion in 
heir hearts. 

It has been throuzh the influence 
of the Religious Tragt Society in 
T.ondon, that this Society has been 
formed; and on receiving informa- 
tion of the same, they have voted 
25/. for their encouragement, 

We hear with pleasure that ‘ there 
are in Stockholm, not a few faithful, 
zealous preachers of the Cross, Re- 
ligion ts countenanced by the court, 
and many of the first people among 
the nobility. Numbers also of the 
lower classes know and love the 
Savior.” ib, 


Extract from ihe Minutes of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 


rian Church, May sessions, 1809. 


THE committee appointed 


to report on the establishment of 


a society for procuring and dis- 
ributing religioustract:, reported 


3 


ithe following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolve , Lhat, whereas it 
xppears to this assembly, we 

reat and increasing - good } th 
fiaad to the chur ch "of Chr 
by the distribution of call 
cheap, religious tracts ; it is here- 
by earnestly recommended, iba rt 
eac} nen take measures for e 
; as many religious tract 
nici within their bounds, by 
Ene assoc lating one or more pres- 
byteries, asmay be most conven- 
lent tor this purpose 5 al 
Such societies may adopt ber 
plan, for carrying into effect the 
object of this resolution, as may 
be most conducive, in their judz- 
ment, to this ead. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


INAUGURATION OF DR. GRIFFIN; 


THE Rev. Epwarp Dorr 
GRIFFIN, Dd. vo, late of Newaré, (XN. 
Fer.) on W Tednesdav, the 21st inst. 
was inducted into the office of Burt- 
e professor of pulpit eloquence, in the 

“Bedlo vical Seminar yin pte nee The 

solemuity commenced, with an an- 
them, by a select choir of singers 5 
the introductory prayer was made 
by the Rev. Mr. French; the sermon 
was delivered by Rev. Dr. Spring ; 
the Statutes were then read by Rev. 
Dr. Pearson ; the inaugural praver 
was offered by Rev. Dr. Morse ; the 
creed was read by Dr. Pearson tothe 
prote essor elect, and by him repeated 
and suocr@be ry afier which he was 
invested with the privileges and hon. 
ors of his office, by the president of 
the board of trustees, The professar 
then pronounced his inaugural cra 
tion ; which was followed by a pray- 
er by the Rev. Mr. Dana. At inier- 
vals, during the preceding exercises, 
appropriate psalms were sung, and 
in the conclusion, an anthem; ali 
which were performed ina style of 
superior excellence. 
by Dr. Griffin. 

The day was singularly propitious. 
The occasion was sdeioneel by a nue 
merous a of people,’ among 
whom were a large body of : the cler- 
s) ,and many ladies and geatlemen of 

sng uishes 1 character. 

The services being ended, the trus- 


‘ ‘ ee * . . ~feaper ey + 
tee » VISHOPS, prosessot 9g CICTSV, Mu~ 


The benediction 


' 7 ' ‘ ‘ 
sictans, and e re ntl emenin pablicofice 
y 


> ihe students ot the The.- 


ological Jnstitution, waiked in pro. 
cession trom the church to the ha! 
or the acadamv, where with social 
ana chee fu\l feelings they 7 a) ag 
ai 2 CHCA ti wey ms >, UHI Y PpariOok Os 


ities Of Providence, 
7 We w unierstan! that the serimon 
ian, de liae rel on this occason, 
both oP which were excellent in their 
kind, have Geen requested for the press. 
Pan. 
Ordained at Bridport, on the 
2ist of June last, to the work of 
the gospel ministry, without a 
particular charge, the Rev. Abiel 
Jones. Introductory prayer by 
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the Rev. Evans Beardsley ;— 
Sermon, Rev. Samuei Cheever ; 
Consecrating prayer, Rev. Syl- 
vanus Chapin ; Charge, Rev. In- 


crease Graves; Right hand of 


fellowship, Rev. Jedediah Bush- 
nell; Concluding prayer, Rev. 
Silas Parsons; Imposition of 
hands, Rev. Meure. Graves, 
Chapin, Cheever, and Bushnell. 


Ordained in North Branford, 
March Ist, the Rev. CuHartes 
ATWATER, to the work of the 
gospel ministry. ‘lhe following 
gentlemen performed the exerci- 
ses of the day. Rev. Moses Stu- 
art, made the introductory pray- 
er; the Rev. Samuel Merwin, 
preached the Sermon from 1 
Thess. 11.19: Rev. Dr. Trum- 
bull, made the consecrating 
prayer, while hands were impos- 
ed. by Messrs. Trumbull, Foot, 
Elliot, and Smith. Rev. John 
Elliot, gave the charge, Rev. 
Timothy P. Gillet, offered the 
right hand of fellowship, and 
the Rev. David Smith, made 
the concluding prayer: 


Evan. Mag. 


Ordinations.—Correspondence.—Donatiaiis. 
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Ordained, on Wednesday the 
Q)st June, in the 3d Society i 


Middictown, the Rev. Josyua 
L. Witurams. The introducto- 
ry prayer, by the Rev. Evans 
Johns, of Berlin; the Sermon, 
by the Rev. Joshua Williams, of 
Harwinton, (father of Mr. J. L, 
Williams ;) the charge, by the 
Rev. Mr. Upson, of Kensington ; 
the ordaining prayer, by Dr. 
Strong, of Chatham; the 1 
hand of fellowship, by Mr. Cha- 
pin, of Rockyhill; and the con. 
cluding prayer, by Mr. wea 
of Newington. ‘The devotional 
exercises were fervent and evan- 
0 jeg eine Sermon affectionate 
—the charge simple and instruct- 
ive—and the right hand of fel. 
lowship animated, impressive and 
excellent throughout. A large 
concourse of people were deligh t- 
ed with the unanimity and gen- 
erosity of. this parish, and were 
rejoiced, in the prospect of their 
future harmony and love. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Several Letters forwarded for publication will r 


eceive due notice. 


Our List of new publications is again re luctantly postponed, 

Some of our friends have expressed an anxiety to see more jntel- 
ligence respecting the revivals of religion, which have recently oc- 
wusred j in this State. Were itin our power we should be exceedingly 


happy to gratify them. 


But every person must be aware, tha 
depend on our correspondents for this intelligence. 


i “we 
Ministers, ia 


whose societies God has been pleased to grant “the : speci: al influences 
of the Spirit in abundant measure, are again carnesily requested to 
furnish information for the AnviseEr. 
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DONATIONS TO THE VERMONT RELIGIOUS TRACT SCCIETY. 


By Rev. Thaddeus Osgood, 400 small Tracts. 


Byayoung man, - - - 


25 Tracts 


